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Junior 
Books 


MOSSY GREEN THEATRE 
by Mary Dunn 


A charming book for young readers by Mary Dunn, 
well-known reviewer of children’s books, in which she 
tells the story of a little girl’s toy theatre and the 
tiny creatures in her garden who take part in plays 
and ballets. Illustrated by Astrid Walford. 8/6 net 


CHEMISTRY EXPERIMENTS — H. L. Heys, M.A. 


A whole host of fascinating experiments which can be 
safely carried out by the average boy at home are 
described. Illustrated. 10/6 net 


LEGENDS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


Frances Frost 

A colourful collection of legends and folk-lore. 
Illustrated. 8/6 net 
THE RISKY QUEST Noel Harrower 


The author was only fourteen years old when he 
wrote this rousing, adventure story. Line illustrations. 


6/- net 


FURTHER ADVENTURES OF FARMER JIM 
Derek Chapman 


A sequel to Farmer Jim, an established work by the 
same author. Line illustrations. 6/- net 


ANIMAL INN Virginia Moe 


The Trailside Museum of natural history and its in- 
habitants form the setting of this work for young 
readers. Illustrated. 8/6 net 
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Coming Shortly 
GEOFFREY TREASE 
No Boats on Bannermere 


A modern story by the popular historical writer. 
About 8s. 6d. 


LORNA LEWIS 
Marriotts Go North 


Continues the story of Marigold, heroine of Mystery at 
Lock House, now aged seventeen. 8s. Od. 


RUTH MANNING-SANDERS 
Swan of Denmark 


The life story of Hans Andersen told especially for boys 
and girls. About 8s. 6d. 


KATHLEEN WALLACE 
Cross the Bridge and See 


A novel for teen age girls with the setting in China. 


About 8s. 6d. 
RONALD SYME 
Julian’s River War 


Further amusing and exciting adventures of the boy 
inventor. 7s. 6d. 


DERRICK CUTHBERT 
Six in a Castle 


“ Derrick Cuthbert is an author worth watching” said 
Collins Magazine for Boys and Girls when we published 
his first junior thriller. His second book confirms this 
opinion. About 8s. 6d. 
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NEW NOVELS BY YOUR 
FAVOURITE AUTHORS 


MONICA EDWARDS 


The Midnight Horse 


Another delightful story of riding and 
holiday adventures. Rissa and Tamsin, 
known to readers of The Summer of the 
Great Secret, solve the mystery of the 
Hooded Horse that galloped the sands at 
dead of night. Illustrated. 8s. 6d. 


J. SELBY-LOWNDES 


Tudor Star 
This new novel by the author of Royal 


Chase is set in the moat-encircled Manor 
House at Tattenhoe, where the Stafford 
family live. They solve the mystery of an 
abandoned Priory. Illustrated. 8s. 6d. 


J.PULLEIN-THOMPSON 


Plenty of Ponies 


A new novel about ponies by one of the 
riding-and-writing sisters. Illustrated. 8s. 6d. 
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LUTTERWORTH PRESS 


Books for the Junior Bookshelf 


ANNOUNCING ANOTHER ‘ JILLIES’ STORY 


MALCOLM SAVILLE 


STRANGERS AT SNOWFELL: continues the adventures of the 
famous ‘Jillies’ family, so widely known by ‘“Redshank’s 


Warning.’ and “Two Fair Plaits.’ As usual the author has 

made sure of the authenticity of his background by personal 

observation. When the Jillies train becomes snowbound in 

Scotland's lonely Shap, things are bound to happen—and do. 


7s. 6d. net 
KATHLEEN FIDLER 

PHE BRYDONS DO BATTLE continues the amusing happenings 
in the now famous broadcast family of the Brydons, All child- 


ren Who have thrilled to the radio performances of the Brydons, 
and the popular broadcast figure of Mr. Simister will welcome 


the permanence of these stories in book form. 6s. Ud. net 
MR. SIMISTER IS UNLUCKY is the successor to The Mysterious 
Mr. Simister andMr. Simister Appears Again. ds. Od. net 


MARION GREENE 


DOWN RIVER LIES THE WORLD. The great story of Canada 
in the year of Trafalgar—when hidden French elements were 
chafing under British rule. The canvas is large, and the char- 
acters life-size to fit it. For the sixteen year olds this is a 
definite * must.’ 7s. 6d. net 


FRANCES PITT 
FOLLOW ME. This book was specially written for young 
people, Superbly illustrated. 6s. Ud. net 


RICHARD ST. BARBE BAKER 


GREEN GLORY: The Story of the Forests of the World. 
\ book for the older child which well repays study. The author 
is perhaps the greatest living authority on forestry to-day. Many 
outstanding photographs. 15s. Od. 


SEND FOR COMPLETE CATALOGUE 
LUTTERWORTH PRESS, 4 Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4. 
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Books for Young People 


A Selection of Outstanding Rewards 
Cr, Cloth Bound. Coloured 
picture jacket and frontispiece. Also 
line illustrations in text. 


NOW AVAILABLE 5/- NET 


For Boys and Girls 10-15 years 


ASTLE ADVENTURE M. Frow 
ASTLE RILANBY Meta Shaw 
THE FIRST ADVENTURE Eric Leviand 


For Girls 10-15 years 
NOLIVAY AT CASTLE GRIM Cecily Sandbach 
QUONIAN QUARTET Joan Margaret Fleming 
HOPE HACIENDA Charlotte Baker 


For Boys 10-15 years 
GREEN MOUNTAIN BOY 


Leon W. Dean 


THE COLORADO KID Eric Leyland 
ICEBLINK Rutherford Montgomery 
THE SCARLET CLAW Frank Cox 
FLAME OF THE SIERRAS Eric Leyland 


For Boys and Girls 8-12 years 

THE MARSH PRINCESS Grace Lodge 
Profusely illustrated 6/- net 

NATURE'S STORY BOOK Cordelia Leigh 
Profusely illustrated 8/6d. net 


For Childre n 5-8 years 


THE CONCEITED FROG Dorothy Burroughes 
Illustrated 5/- net 


London : New York : Melbourne : Sidney : Cape Town 
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Tim to the Rescue 


Edward Ardizzone 


= with a 


48 pp. 7?" x 10}". 8/6 net 


Four-colour lithography 


Edward Ardizzone’s versatility as an artist is widely known, 
but he has done nothing happier than the Little Tim books 
TIM TO THE RESCUE, the fourth of these enchanting picture- 


story books, will enhance the international renown of | im, and 
the dramatic cc nbination of humour, colour and movement 
will delight children everywhere. The other titles are 


LITTLE TIM AND THE BRAVE SEA CAPTAIN 


2 - net 


TIM AND LUCY GO TO SEA 


2/- net 


LUCY BROWN AND MR. GRIMES 


8/6 net 
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CAM 


Her new book 


BELINDA BEAR 


will be published in September 


4s 6d 


FUGENE FIELD 


a new selection of his famous poems 


for children 
WYNKEN BLYNKEN AND NOD 


and other poems 


With new illustrations by N. 1. Cannon 


3s od 
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Richard Armstrong Patricia Lynch 
SEA CHANGE 7s. 6d. net rHE TU oe -CUTTER’S 
Awarded the Library Association’s : DONKE 7s. 6d. net 
_ CARNEGIE MEDAL (194 THE TU -CUTTER’S 
SABOTAGE AT THE FORGE DONKEY GOES VISITING 
7s. Od. net 7s. 6d. net 
7IDDLER’ JES” 7s. 6d. ne 
VISITORS FROM LONDON 8s. 6d. n: 
THE GREY GOOSE OF KIL- 
Awarded the Library Association’s 
CARNEGIE MEDAL (1940). NEV IN : 7s. Od. net 
SHE SHALL HAVE MUSIC LONG EARS 7s. 6d. net 
7s. 6d. net THE MAD O’HARAS 8s. 6d. net 


FAMILY FOOTLIGHTS 7s. 6d.n. 
MUSICAL HONOURS 7s. 6d. net ' 
BRACKEN, MY DOG &s. 6d.nec Mary Norton 

THE MAGIC BED-KNOB 6s. 

Primrose Cumming BONFIRES AND BROOM- 

BEN: The Story o° a Carthorse. STICKS 7s. Od. net 
Photos by H. BURDEKIN. 7s. 6d. net 
THE GREAT HORSES 7s. 6d. Gereatfeild 


Prudence Hill ‘THE CIRCUS IS COMING 
WIND AND WEATHER PER- is. 6d. net 
MITTING 7s. 6d. net Awarded the Library Association’s 
CARNEGIE MEDAL (1938), 
Dorothy Severn BALLET SHOES 7s. 6d. ne 
KERIN THE WATCHER TENNIS SHOES 7s. 6d. net 
8s 6d net CURTAIN UP 7s, 6d. net 


All the above are ‘illustrated 


Children’s Ulustrated Classics 


Each with 8 colour plates and numerous line drawings. 
Size 8 by 5% in. Sundour cioth, with designs in -olour 
and decorated end-papers. Each 7s 6d. ne 
‘The long-famous series of Dent’s Children’s Illustrated Classics has now assumed a 
“New Look,” with the text reset, with new illustrations, extremely good paper, and 
most attractive binding bearing a printei repetitive design which appears also on the 
end-papers. In every respect this ts an edition to be proud of.’ The Fumor Bookshelf. 


THE CORAL ISLAND }{ LITTLE WOMEN * LouISAM. ALCOTT 
R. M. BALLANTYNE 
THE PRINCESS AND CURDIE t Ready Autumn 
THE SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON 
TOM BROWN’S SCHOOLDAYS * 


THOMAS HUGHES 
THE PRINCESS AND THE 
GOBLIN + GEORGE MACDONALD , 
TREASURE ISLAND * GRIMMS’ FAIRY TALES ¢ 
R. STEVENSON ROBIN HOOD*  caROLA OMAN 
Artists: *S. VAN ABBE; t CHARLES FOLKARD; {LEO BATES 


A WONDER BOOK * 
NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE 
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W° have a particularly good list of books tor young 
readers this season, to which a number of our most 
popular authors have contributed. Doris Gates's new book 
NORTH FORK (6 -) combines entertainment and in 
formation about life among modern Red Indians (Inci 
dentally her highly successful BLUE WILLOW (6 -) 
will shortly be available in a reprint). [/ilda van Stockum 
is unequalled as a writer about families of young people. 
‘Two of her stories of Dutch family lite are coming, 
GERRIT AND THE ORGAN (6 -), about a street 
organ and its owner, and, a fine Demy Quarto volume, 
KERSTE AND ST. NICHOLAS (/0 6), a charmingly 


illustrated Christmas tale for younger children. 


Books in the “young person's novel” category are often 
dificult to find. We strongly recommend THE YOUNG 
LIBERATORS (7 6) by Nora Lioyd. who writes as 
well tor older children as she does for adults. It is a most 
exciting and true-to-life story of an Anglo-French tamil: 


involved with the Maquis. Delightful for the picture o: 


French lite, its authenticity is vouched for in a foreword 

by Sir Colin Gubbins, who, as head of the Special Ops. § 
I-xecutive, directed world-wide resistence movements 
Then there is W. H. Miller's THE LONE WOODS 
MAN (7.6). Any lad who likes camping and fending 
for himself will ‘enjoy this tale of a boy’s-life in the 
Canadian backwoods. <A first class whaling story is |} 
MADAGASCAR JACK (7.6) by Edouard Stackpole 4 
whose fine sea tale MUTINY AT MIDNIGHT (6 -) wi!! 

soon be available again. Finally Percy oodcock'’s 
vachting books have the genuine touch of the expect | 
and his new one THE SURPRISE (7 (6) is no exception. | 


FREDERICK MULLER 
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THE DOGS OF MOORGREEN 
he 
MYLES 
ADBURGHAM™M 


“ Outstanding amongst recent children’s books.”—The 
Berkampstead Gazette. ‘* Young readers will revel in it.” 
—Ilorse and Hound. ‘The water-colour drawings and 
other illustrations are by S. A. Adburgham. 

Sq. Demy 8vo. 6s. net. 


“ Mumfie is such a favourite 
his adventures 
KATHARINE 
TOZER 


are as engrossing 


ever.”"—The Sunday Times 


Cheap editions now available are IUMFIE’S UNCLE 


SAMUEL, HERE COMES MUMFIE and THE 
WANDERINGS OF MUMFIE. = Each illustrated, 


partly in colour. Cr. 8vo. 5s. net. 


- JOHN MURRAY 
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Ready August 10 
THE ADVENTURES OF JUMA 
R. A. Dick 


Juma did not want to be left behind when his 
Master, mistress and the twins, James and Jeremy, 
left Africa for Engiand So he stowed away on 
the ship. His adventures on the voyage and in 
England were exciting, unexpected and often very 
funny. Fully Tlbustrated 6 


SIMONE & THE LILYWHITES 


Marie-Louise VENTTECLAYE 
Tran:lated by ROSE FYLEMAN 


Simone Was ten and got scarlatina just when het 
Father had to leave the West Indies for France. 
She stayed behind with her old negro nurse, Mrs 
Lilvwhite und her large family. Her exploits 
With them, especially when she tries to rejoin her 
Father, make on especially convincing and 
attractive story. Lavishly Illustrated. 6/- 


MUSEUM PRESS LTD 


G, A story of the Peasants’ Revolkt. 
outbreak of plague, seeks his liberty in London, and is caught up and 
nearly loses his life in the Peasants’ Revolt and occupation of London. 


eu 


BUCKSKIN COLONIST 
J. P. Hayes 


@, The founding of the Red River Settlement as an outlet for the 
dispossessed crofters of the Scottish Highlands makes 
exciting pages in the history of Canada, here vividly retold in a story 
for the older childrei 


La. Cr. 8vo, illustrated, 6s. net. Ready this month. 


SON OF THE LAND 
Ivy Bolton 


La. Cr. 8vo, illustrated, 6s. net. 


BLACKWELL 


one of the most 


The serf hero, sole survivor of an 
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We unquestionably carry one of the largest stocks 
in the British book trade, and by largest we mean 
not only quantity but also selection. 
This is well-known to a wide circle of customers 
in all parts of the kingdom who regularly select from 
our stockrooms. 
If you are requiring supplies why not pay us a 
visit of inspection? We are confident you will be 
pleased. 
JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 
CORPORATION STREET - PRESTON 
Worthwhile new books for children 
| ¢ TANK ENGINE THOM AS AGAIN REV. W. AWDRY N 
loth, 64 pages, 90 fu ar 1 net 
title ond popular Railway S-ries*’ which has 
ncluded successes as The Three Railway Engine Thomas the Tank § 
N Engine and James the Red Engin § 
= BUTTERFLIES ON THE had ING L. HUGH NEWMAN, F.R.E.S 
f \ Tru h in a Tale Se no. 6, 4 in h, 64 pages, 10 full § 
plates and additional black- lite d 3/6 net 
vuthoritative and su yerbly illustra*°ed additic to the by leading 
entomolog rist who is weli known as a resident member of the B.B.C. C “hil jren’s 
Hour Nature Pa*liament”’ § 
& THE RS’ CLU H. E, TODD 
6 m., full el 96 pag ? ver 90 in two-colour 
A selection of highly amuing and well-illustrated «toi whi-h have proved = 
f thei. popularity on the B.B.C. Midland *‘ Children’s Hour where they hav N 
topped the popularity poll for stories f three year On twe 
§ occasions they have also been televi cd from Lor § 
THE E TERM DAVID MORRIS 
Crown &t 192 pages, col i wid jacket 
§ A first- clans reward fo gictls by a popular autho Schoolgirls will read thi N 
story with reli ish for it will appeal both to th aiventurous spilt aud to 
\ the ir finer instincts, N 
2 
EDMUND WARD § 
| § 16 NEW STREET LEICESTER § 
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BLACKIE 


New Juvenile Fiction—Illustrated 


The Secret of the Caves. 


Monica Marsden. 7s. 6d. net. (Boys and Girls age 1 
The Adventurous Nine. 

Heather Prime. 7s. 6d. net. (Boys and Girls age 
Jill and Prince the Pony. 

Joan Dickins. 6s. 6d. net. (Boys and Girls age s-1 
Beyond the Burma Road 

Percy F. Westerman. 6s. 6d. net (Boys age 4 
Sea Rangers at Sloo 

G. Prout. 6s. 6d. net. Girls ay 
Well Done Alison! 

Sheila Stuart. 5s. 6d. net. (Girls agi 


(Full list on application) 


—— 66 CHANDOS PLACE, LONDON, W.C.2 ——— 


* 
| A Thrilling NEW Version of the 


Greatest of all Pirate Tales 


Treasure 
island 


Robert Louis Stevenson’s immortal story 
delightfully presented as an adventure- 
strip. It consists of 400 pictures by Peter 
Jackson and with each picture is a des- 
cription taken as far as possible from the 
original story Of particular value to 
those youngsters not yet ready to read 
the full text of the classic 6/- net. 


PITMAN 


Parker Street - Kingsway - London, W.C.2 
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RICHARD AR\MISTRONG 


Winner of the Carnegie Medal 1949 
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Writing tor Boys. 
By RICHARD ARMSTRONG 


REEING is of necessity a lonely job 
Between the inception of an idea and th: 
launching of the book that grows from it 
onto the world to sink or swim, the author, 
however he might crave confirmation and 
encouragement, must guard his brain-child jealously, 
wrestle with it himself and out of his own feeling foi 
it, find its final shape. In writing for boys, there is 
added to this, awareness of the gulf that lies between 
us and them. Strive as we will to keep close to them 
the gulf will widen, and by its very existence keeps 
constantly before us the ancient conflict between youth 
and age. It is in some ways a saddening thing and 
it makes for more loneliness. Of all the conflicts 
that plague mankind, there is none deeper rooted or 
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more far-reaching in its implications than this one. 
It breeds problems as sultry weather does thunder- 
storms, and unlike so many of the struggles which 
loom large out of nothing and resolve themselves in 
emptiness and frustration, it is both inevitable and 
ultimately beneficial. In fact it is the most vital 
element in life, the source of our growing power, and 
the spring of progress. But it has its dark side—the 
bitterness of misunderstanding, the pain of rejection, 
the ache of defeat and above all, the wasteful groping 
for a way forward that might have been made clear. 

Youth is headstrong, impatient; youth has its 
head in the clouds ; youth always wants to run before 
it has learnt to walk; youth craves the jam and 
rejects the pill. Perhaps it does, but the fault doesn’t 
all lie with youth. ‘There are two sides to every 
conflict and age is apt to be opinionated, to pontificate 
and—-here is the real tragedy—to fail to appreciate to 
the full the difficulty and complexity of the problem 
the adolescent is facing ; the fact that he is largely 
ignorant both of the possibilities held by the vast 
world with which he must come to grips, and of his 
own potential in relation to them. It is a tough 
proposition for a boy, and it is further complicated 
by his blind urge to go forward into it on his own two 
feet. He needs help, but if he follows his instinct, 
he won't be carried. How then is the help to be given 
to him ? 

Looking back on my own boyhood, and particularly 
that period of it when I stood on the edge of 
adolescence and began to be vaguely aware of life 
as a personal responsibility, it seems to me that while 
any number of grown up people were willing to tell 
me how to do things, nobody ever took the trouble to 
explain why they should be done. I asked often 
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enough. I am willing to admit that sometimes I 
asked with considerable impatience—in regard to 
maths for example ! — but I never got the answer 
| needed, the answer that would help me to make 
sense of it all. It also seems that adults were convinced 
the only way to make a subject intelligible to me was 
first to isolate if from everything else, then to break 
it down into its smallest components and feed them 
to me one by one. I have no doubt it was an admirable 
method. ‘The snag was nobody ever bothered to link 
the ents up again when I had assimilated them, or 
to relate the whole to the life I was, in theory, being 
prepared for. It seems crazy to me now, but there 
it was, and as a result I had to learn “ Why” the 
hard way, | groped for things I might otherwise 
have grasped with confidence , and for years the phrase 
most frequently on my lips or in my mind was 

“nobody ever told me !” Nobody ever told me that 
the science of mathematics was not all grind, that it 
could be exciting ; nobody ever told me how it 
permeates life and, once mastered, increases enor- 
mously one’s power to get the best out of it. 1 
discovered this myself—too late to do anything about 
it—and sometimes I wonder ruefully how much else 
| have missed. 


This is, I think, my starting point as a writer for 
boys, and in each of my books for them, | aim as far 
as possible to forearm the lad who is still at the 
beginning of adolescence—not ramming the weapon 
into his hand willy-nilly, but showing him the size and 
shape of it and where it lies, in such a way that he will 
take it up without realising he is doing so, and find him- 
self using it when he needs it. I try to give him a factual 
picture of life as it comes at a boy in some specific 
field of endeavour, to make him familiar with the 
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tools used in it, the development of the processes an 
how they fit into the general scheme. | show him th 
kind of people met with there ; ‘the problems an 
emotional conflicts likely to be encountered th 
possibilities that particular field holds for him an 
finally I try, whether that is ultimately the line « 
activity he chooses to follow or not, to make him awat 
through it, of his own power, his value as a huma 
being, to give him confidence in himself, in- th 
richness of life and his capacity for living it. 


there are compensations for the loneliness. 


Illustration by L. F. Lupton from Sabotage at the Forge (Dent) 
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Illustration by L. F. Lupton from Sabotage at th Forge (Dent) 
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SANKEY, 


‘Sankey from The Mystery of Obadiah 


Illustration by Marjorie 


(Dent) 
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Richard Armstrong; Writer for Boys. 
By HJ.B.W. 


HOSE of us who had the privilege of 

meeting Richard Armstrong at the East- 

bourne Conference were at once conscious 

that here was a man of great sincerity. 

He believes in Youth and he believes also 
that the doors of opportunity stand wide open as 
never before to the young people of today. 

But Youth has its attendant problems. It is beset 
by hesitation, impatience, indecision, emotional up- 
heaval, a sense of frustration and a lack of experience. 
Opportunity may be there but not every callous 
youth knows how and when to grasp it. 

Richard Armstrong has set himself a definite task. 
He wishes to make clear to the growing boy just 
what life and its everyday tasks and toils, means ; 
the purpose of the often irksome and apparently 
meaningless details. He has chosen to do this in 
story form. He has chosen also the less glamorous 
jobs and has shown that to the good workman the 
dullest things (to the outsider) can call for ideals and 
enthusiasms. 

His characterisation is excellent. This excellence 
is the more evident when he is portraying the 
background personalities than when the young 
people themselves are in the centre of the stage. 
The boys, indeed are generally in the limelight 
but the grown-ups kept in the shadows are vividly 
drawn and emerge more clearly in afterthought. 
We therefore remember Old Andy the mate in 
Sea Change and Old Jackie in Sabotage at the 
Forge as being more real than the boys. 
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Richard Armstrong's first book for boys was 
Mystery of Obadiah and in it we detect, in the light 
of his subsequent work, the prentice hand. The 
flair for leadership in Thias is too obviously brought 
out; too strongly emphasised in contrast to the 
more cautious Dick and Norman. Nevertheless it is 
characterisation that makes the book so good as it ts. 
The Northumbrian countryside is well-suggested and 
from time to time the author makes it clear that he 
IS appreciative of it, as are the three boys of the 
story. Lactic Jack, the ex-tramp night-watchman 
and Obadiah with his jingling pockets are clear cut 
individuals. 

Thias appears again in Sabotage at the Forge. 
Here again he shows himself a leader of his tellows 
but in this story the author has gone ahead and [hias 
is related to his environment—a Tyneside steelworks. 
‘The boy's fine character reacts to the thrill of pride 
in a job well done and he imbibes some of that 
affection for the job that makes Old Jackie the 
forgeman the endearing character he is. Perhaps 
again L[hias stands too sharply in contrast to the 
other boys who have not yet become so absorbeti 
in their work. But they have not yet come to 
know its purpose. ‘Vhias has. Steel has become 
something more to him since he has listened to 
Old Jackie. 

“Queer stuff,” says Old Jackie. “To you it is just 
stecl. It's hard and heavy ;_ it’s blue and rough, or 
maybe shiny and smooth; but just steel. ‘To me 
it's more. It sort of lives Thias, and I feel it like 
that. Maybe it’s the sweat that’s in it, and the power 
of the men that mined the ore and those who made 
it. Their strength and the skill of their hands. 
Maybe it’s that makes it queer. I don’t know, but 
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sometimes it works sweet and easy and other times 
it's sort of sullen and you've got to fight and wrestle 
with it. And sometimes it’s even angry and you 
can't do anything with it at all. That's when it maims 
men, Phias, and even kills them.” 

Always the grown-ups are interested the 
youngsters. ‘Lhey are watching them grow and are 
pleased when they see them doing a job well. ‘The 
respect them and want to help them. Occasionally, 
as in the case of Bull Chadwick in the torge they 
have queer ways of showing it. Even Bull, however 
while making the boys’ lives a misery, has a purpose 
(half unconscious) and when they prove their mettle 
he changes towards them. 

Always the grown-ups give advice and information 
and though the author sometimes emphasises too 
strongly his cfiort to make the purpose of things 
clear, the stories rarely lose their impetus and young 
readers will be unaware of the pill beneath the sugar. 

Sea Change brings us into contact with new 
characters. Kenton the young apprentice, 
Impatient to be on the Bridge before he knows 
what it is all about resents the eternal paint 
chipping and teels that the mate has his knife into 
him. Straining at the leash to learn navigation and 
all the other higher arts of seamanship he gradually 
becomes aware of the purpose of the paint chipping 
ind of the reasons behind the stowing of cargo in 
particular ways. Here again the adult characters are 
even more vividly alive than the boys. Old Andy 
the mate is one of Richard Armstrong’s best drawn 
characters. “The little he says is full of meaning. His 
interest in the boys, though not evident to them, is 
plain enough to the reader and even on occasions 
the boys themselves have very tangible evidence of it. 
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When, in difficulties, they have proved their worth, 
Old Andy is ungrudging in his praise. But he has 
to be sure of them before he can trust them. “ Listen 
son,” he says at last, “ I’ve watched you ever since 
you boarded the Langdale in Liverpool and I’ve 
seen everything you’ve done and I’ve learned a lot 
about you—maybe more than you know yourself. I’ve 
watched you go ahead, run off the course and _ lose 
your bearings ; and I’ve watched you find them again 
and get back under your own steam.” 

Cam has learned the purpose of things as Thias 
did in the forge and this is the keynote of all Richard 
Armstrong’s work for boys. He is there to show them 
the purpose of things ; to help them find themselves 
in their surroundings ; to keep them on their course 
and if they go adrift, to help them find their way back 
under ‘heir own steam. 
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The New Books 
FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


Bett, M.A. The First Thousand Years  Mllus. 

by D. Pailthorpe. 60 pp. 9% 64. S.C.M. ¢ 
The story of the founding of the church in England in 
the form of tales told by a father to his little boy. The 
conversations between father and son do not ring quite true 
but the legends and traditions are simply told and the book 
should be useful to librarians to satisty those queries so often 

received, ‘“ What is the legend of the shamrock ?” ete. 
E.R.W 


BROOKS, \\ R. reddy s first adventure. Illus. 

by G. Higham. 176 pp. 5 Lane 7,6 

This book has been popular in America since its first 
appearance as and Again in 1927; this is the first 
English edition, provided with discreet interpretations of the 
occasional American terminology. ‘The original title was per- 
haps a trifle enigmatic, but the new trite version conveys nothing 
of the originality, humour and vitality of a very delightful book. 


‘This is the story of how Farmer Bean's animals migrated 4 
to Florida to avoid the cold winter, and how they returned | 
laden with honours and gold. These are not the usual talking — |} 
animals. Each is brilliantly characterized ; here is an armful |] 
ot memorable personalities, Jinx the cat, Mrs. Wiggins, Charles 
the rooster, the resourceful Myr. Webb the spider ; and the 
humour never flags, is never forced. Not all the incidents are 
equal in invention, and one is a blatant borrowing from Grimm; 
but each is treated with impeccable taste and charm. 


English children will give a warm welcome to this dis- 
tinguished transatlantic visitor. It is a pity that the original 
illustrations (by Best-Maugard) were not used. Mr. Higham’s 
line drawings are adequate, but they nowhere touch the quality 
of the story. 


M. S. Crouch 
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' BUSONI, R. Sami builds a church. Illus. by 
the author. 107 pp. 73 5. Muller 
Children ot about nine to twelve may enjoy this as a true 
and lively account of what it teels like to be a Lapp and to live 
inside the Arctic Circle where gnats abound in summer, among 
the reindeer, in a place where there is unchanging darkness tor 
weeks on end, so that the return of the sun is an occasion ot 
creat rejoicing. “Che author's own excellent drawings fill out 
( the impression and are an important part of a good little book. 
in it is strange, however, to have such a story dropped into 
‘he the children’s bookworld today, with its simple account ot a 4 
rue remote community who so desperately wanted a church of thei 
0k own, that they undertook the Herculean task of bringing every : 
ten stone and all the wood over unbelievably difficult country, a ; 
matter of 150 miles, with only their light sleighs and the rein 4 
“ deer to help them. 
‘The Lapps are a simple people, apparently, people ot tew r 
words, niot easily moved, yet once resolved on the task, they 
‘ould not conceive of failure. 
6 The wrong recommendation could easily kill such a book, 
irst and children will be the poorer tol not having read it. ‘1 hose 
—_ vho ence look into it, will | believe finish it with a retreshing 
the enypovinent. 
Eleanor Gral 
ing 
ok. Hlosh-ki the Navajo. Illus. by 
ted C. A. Chase. 237 pp. 7] +}. Muller 7,6 
red This is a sympathetic study ot a Navajo Indian boy during 
ng his first months at a white man’s school, told with insight, 
ful humour and restraint. ‘here is no plot in the accepted sense, 
‘les tor the story is built up trom a number of homely incidents, 
the related trom the view-point of Hosh-ki, with attention tocused Z 
— on his thoughts and reactions. Everything at the school is at 
ws first strange and tearsome to this boy from the desert, reared 
trom his earliest days on his grandmother’s tales of the evil 
dis- ways of the white man ; but gradually he learns tolerance and 
nal begins to enjoy his new life, especially his contact with othe: 
m’'s Navajo boys and the wondertul game of baseball. 
lity Each character has a distinct personality, especially the old 
grandmother, who is a joy to meet and brings with her many 
ach 


a quiet chuckle. 


. 
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This American story assumes a background knowledge 
which is lacking in many English children ; some explanation, 
introduced early, would therefore be helpful. ‘This is not, how- 
ever, a serious defect in a book which as a whole is excellent. 
There is room for many more stories of a like kind, dealing 
with other races. 

D. D. Chileot 


LINKLATER, E. The Pirates of the deep green 


sea. Illus. by W. Reeves. 398 pp. 
74 & 5. Macmillan . 10/6 

I am sorry to say I found this very disappointing after the 
first fifty pages or so, and my mind went back—a long way 
back—to one of the author’s early books, Men of Ness, another 
story of the Orkneys but in the days of the. Vikings. How very 
much rather would I give this to boys of nine and eleven than 
the new concoction! Nine and eleven are the ages of Hew 
and Timothy in this fantasy about a “ Battle of the Knots,” 
a battle fought by wraiths (hearty enough in their way, but 
wraiths none the less) of long dead pirates and other sea dogs, 
on the assumption that the lines of longitude and latitude are 
really cables lying along the bottom of the sea, strongly knotted 
together where the lines intersect, in order to keep such small 
islands as Popinsay in place! On this weak foundation the 
story cannot thrive, and all the vigorous descriptions of the 
subsequent campaign fail to satisfy readers whose shrewdness 
and common sense, the author greatly under-rates. Yet the 
promise at the beginning is great with the bold choice of char- 
acters and an entrancing setting among the Orkneys, a style 
that is fresh and amusing, straightforward with a joyous spon- 
taneity which just about sets the reader’s nose sniffing the keen- 
ness of those Northern airs. The resurrection of Gunner Boles 
(served with Nelson at Trafalgar) is the real thing, not to be 
mentioned in the same breath with the other poor wraiths. His 
attendant octopus has points too, though I kept remembering 
another octopus servant invented by Professor Haldane for his 
Friend, Mr. Leakey. 

I hope Mr. Linklater will, one day, write a straight story 
for children using the whole strength of his pen, a story worthy 
of him and of them. 


Eleanor Graham 
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PULLING, N. 4 Little magic for the Browns. 
Illus. by T. Evans. 87 pp. 6 X 84. 
Macmillan 

The story of the boy whose wishes all come true is an 
old and, one would say, an outworn theme. ‘This book obtains 
an effect of novelty not by introducing a variety of fantastic 
situations but by sticking close to normality. Philip, who owns 
the miracle-working marble, and his mother are very ordinary 
people, concerned more with the effect of their magic on in- 
quisitive neighbours than with the acquisition of great wealth. 
One of the great, difficulties in stories of this sort is how to 
stop ; Miss Pulling’s solution is neat and effective. 


Format and illustrations are undistinguished. So, at a 
casual reading, is the story ; but on reflection I find it has 
positive and unobtrusive qualities which should attract a dis- 
criminating reader. 

M. S. Crouch 


STOCKUM, H. VAN. Francie on the run. Illus. 
by the author. 270 pp. 73 « 5. Muller 7/6 

Francie, aged six, in the orthopaedic hospital in Dublin is 
first introduced to us in a modern and more successful version 
ot the tamous Oliver Twist role. But overcome by longing 
for his home in Cork, Francie escapes from the hospital and 
after many odd adventures arrives home again. 

Even allowing for the fascination the Irish brogue may 
exert on the rest of us, this is from start to finish a charming 
well told story abounding in amusing and unexpected twists 
and turns and brimfal of life and zest. 

Francie is a lovable and exhilarating character—impulsive, 
naive, loving and brave. He radiates happiness and nothing 
daunts him. In trouble he fortifies himself with the thought 
of the grand reception he will get at home and how his exploits 
will be the admiration and envy of all. But it doesn’t turn 
out like that at all, and poor Francie disillusioned, wishes he 
had known when he was well off! However, mother puts 
everything right in the end and Francie is himself again. Re- 
commended also for reading aloud. 
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Taytor, G. Bible stories for children from the 


Old Testament. Illus. by P. Dessau. 
74 53. Warne 


Here we meet some of the familiar stories in the Ol 
‘Testament—Noah and his ark, Joseph and his coat of man 
colours, Moses in the bulrushes, Samuel in the ‘Temple, Davi 
and Goliath, eic., written in a very simple style that is suitabl 
for reading aloud to the very young children. 
There are several 2 colour drawings and 10 full page 
+ colour plates reproduced on photo-litho offset. 
C.M.! 


THORNHILL, P. The Blue elephant. by’ 


the author. 74+ pp. 6} x 9. Cloth back. 
Harrap . 


This story of the little elephant who sucked the colour ou 
ot the sky to make himself a blue hide is told in pleasant con 
versational style. What it lacks—and in this respect it 
sembles practically every other book of this tvpe—is personality 
There is no spark of lite, nothing memorable. Commande 
Thornhill’s earlier books owed their charm to-their livel 
coloured pictures. In the new book he has abandoned colou: 
apart from the ubiquitous blue ; and one feels that too mucl 
attention is focussed on a story which is insufficiently well knit 


e 


to bear the scrutiny. “There are many marginal decoration 
which, when they are content to be merely decorative, are most 
pleasing. ‘The full-page illustrations are, with tew exceptions 
confused and poorly drawn. Enough pains have been taken 
with the format tor surprise to be felt at the impression o1 
meanness which the book produces. 

M. S. Crouct 


‘TOMPKINS, J. The Penguin twins. Illus. by 


Kurt Wiese. pp. $4 6. Warne 6 
In general, stories about animal twins are much mort 
credible than those about sets of human twins who appear in 
school stories. Jane ‘ompkins, wite of an Arctic explorer, who 
has already given us The Beaver Twins and The Polar 
Bear Twins, now presents us with two delightful penguins. 
a very normal baby penguin called Peter and his sister, Pam, 
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who is an albino and very much a misfit in penguin circles. 
‘Their adventures are based on authentic observations of penguin 
habits and we learn that, far trom being merely a comic turn 
of the world of Nature, the penguin is sagacious, hardy and 


brave in adversity. ‘The Kurt Wiese illustrations are well 
suited to the text, the general look of the book is most pleasing 
and the boards are sturdy. Altogether, a good six shillings 
worth. 


Woop, L. Ameliaranne goes digging. (lus. by 


B. Pearse. 60 pp. 63 8}. Cloth back. 
Mrs. Stiggins’ children decided to dig down to Australia. 
Atter a while the work proved too tiring even tor Wee 
William; but Ameliaranne, tidying up in characteristic fashion, 
discovered an ancient vase with which the Squire and_ his 
archaeologist friend were very pleased. ‘Vhis is another story 
in the familiar pattern. Small everyday incidents are described 
and depicted in fresh detail and with that eager awareness 
which is so true an expression of a child’s world. ‘There is 
a sturdy commonsense about. Ameliaranne which keeps he: 
stories safely this side of sentimentality, and this latest book i 


well up to standard. 
M. S. Crouch 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


ABRAHALL, C. H. Boadicea, Queen of the Iceni. 


Illus. by J. H. Pemberton. 222 pp. 
83 x 54. Harrap . 


This tale of the British warrior queen cil do much 
to dispel the mise chat uall ne und the period of her 
reign. ‘Lhe language is rd awkwardly archaic nor aggres 
sively modern and attention is drawn all through the book 
to the essential similarity of ancient and recent times. “The 
small, freedom-loving peoples struggling against the force of 
an armed and mighty nation, collaborators, divided loyalties, 
temporary defeat with ultimate glory, — —all were to be 
found then as now. To the child reader this will be a 
thoroughly exciting and well-told story. 
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BANNING, N. Pit Pony. Illus. by F. R. Collett. , bi 

136 pp. 73 §. Routledge & K. Paul . 7/6 

‘The story of a young mining boy and his pit pony in the 

mines of Sherwood Forest. Between the two there is a great 

companionship and their adventures and troubles together, until 

finally the boy can bring his pony up to the clover fields where 

he belongs for ever, will enthrall all young readers from 10) 
upwards. 


C.M.C. 


BEARD, Adventure with puppets. Ulus. ( 
pp. 74) +}. Oxford University Press -- 
Mrs. Beard started trom scratch, knowing nothing ot 
puppetry, and built up her theatre with the aid of two daugh 
ters, aged thirteen and seven. Her methods were unconven 
tional, based on improvisation and trial and error, but success- 
tul, and are clearly described in this practical little book, 
individual as the puppets themselves, and written with infectious 
enthusiasm. She wisely concentrated on glove puppets, made 
from paper maché. Her elder daughter has supplied the draw- 
ings and diagrams, and some photographs are also included. 
Young children require far more detailed instruction than is 
given in this book, which is addressed to the beginner rather § 
than to the child. 


D. D. Chilest 


BERTRAM, R. Scoop for Ann Thorne. 
197 pp. 7% x 54. Nelson . 6/- 
Ann is not yet eighteen, but she is deni the brightest 
reporter on the paper, owns a car, has toured America, is well 
acquamted with France and knows just what to do in an emer- 
gency. Despite her propensity for scooping the news and leav- 
ing the rest of her colleagues standing, she is the most popular 
girl on the staff! If you discount this dream fantasy stuff and 
overlook one or two careless slips in detail, you have a career 
story which gives a glimpse (albeit too rosy) of newspaper life, 
and is a cut above the ordinary “ juvenile.” 


D. D. Chilent 
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BROWN, R. Two children of Brazil. lus. by 


PAGE 


6 A. Sperry. 5. Muller 7/6 
he Here is a delightful story of a very ordinary Brazilian 
sat tamily but more particularly of two of its members, Tatu and 
til Joa. ‘They have one adventure after another, but chief of | 
re them all is the visit to the Carnival which proves as exciting ; 
10) as they anticipated. 
It is a story that will appeal to most boys and girls from 
x. 10-14, and is set against a clear background of Brazilian scen- 
ery, customs and people. C.M.At 

CHAUNCY, N. They found a cave. lus. by M. a 
Horder. 195 pp. 73 5. Oxford 6 - 
of An English tamily, evacuated to ‘Vasmania tor the wat us 
hy years make triends with a local boy, ‘las, who has singularly 
n unpleasant parents of lowly origin. When the children’s aunt 
“9 has to go to hospital for an operation, the junior gang take to 
- living in a cave in the hills, where they make some scientific 
us discoveries which bring them much credit and a good financial 
ie reward. ‘The story is simple and straightforward and_ the 
y- ‘Tasmanian scene differentiates it from other camping yarns. q 
d. Suitable for boys and girls of 8-12. Lorna Lewis ? 
is 
er DANIEL, D.S. Children’s theatre plays. 131 pp. 


x 7. Harrap 


A welcome addition to the ranks of children’s plays is this 
collection of six plays all of which were specially written for 
Bertha Waddell’s Children’s Theatre and all of which have 
been performed there with great success. Five are historical 


9 and the sixth is a fantasy. ‘The plays combine excitement and 
st swift action with fun—each has in it a situation in which a 
ll character is concealed on the stage, with the knowledge of the 
r- audience, and who is in imminent danger of being discovered, 
y an ingredient likely to cause gales of laughter. Although de- 
ir liberately not educational, the plays have a feeling for historiacl 5 
d integrity. The historical plays will appeal to the 9-14 group, 
Tr and of these I liked “ The Adventure.” in which a little boy 
7 runs away to sea with Captain Cook. The fantasy “ Th 


Jester, the Queen and the Hen,” can be tackled and appreciated 
by the under nines and is great fun. J. B. Ferguson 


| 
| 
rt | 


PAGE 92 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELI 


Epwarps, M. The midnight horse. Illus. by 


A. Bullen. 256 pp. 7} x 5. Collins . 8/6 

Children who love horses will enjoy this story of the Rom 
ney Marsh as much as they enjoy Miss Edward’s previous 
books. ‘There is little story here. The two girls, Rissa and 
Tamrin, and a new boy-friend, Meryon (is it captious to ask 
for a few everyday names? And to call any place Winklesea 
makes one question one’s own spelling far too often) are anxious 
to rescue an unbroken colt from the gipsies. “hey organis¢ 
a “junk” sale (an elaborate version of the old familiar “jumble”’ 
take part in a pageant, get on to the tracks of a stolen race 
horse (which gives the book its title) and restore it to its owner ; 
and of course acquire the colt. The tracing of the racehorse 
is a thin affair—no trainer or police would have lagged so tai 
behind ; the book wanders on. But there is a real feeling ot 
horses and outdoor tun and friendliness mixed with details ot 
horse care and camping. The cavalry charge in the pageant 
is an amusing affair. Monica Edwards writes vividly and 
naturally and her young fans will find much to please them. 


Lorna Lewis 


Evans, 1. O. The heavens declare. Illus. by 


A. F. Stuart. 251 pp. 7% « 53. Warne 6/- 

Based on the life of Galileo there is a good deal of fictional 
nature in this book which will give it a wider appeal among 
boys and girls from 12 upwards. It describes his days as a 
student at Pisa University ; his experiments, his discoveries and 
his theories which eventually brought him to the hands of the 
Inquisition. 

Despite the narrow outlook of his contemporaries who still 
implicity believed in the evidence of the Ancient Greeks it was 
Galileo’s great achievement that he broke away from tradition 
and won for himself the distinction of one of the world’s 
greatest scientists. 

His character is drawn with understanding and in a man- 
ner likely to appeal to young readers. 

The illustrations are based on diagrams by Galileo him- 
self. 


C.M.C. 
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GAYMER, J. M. J found happiness.  Mlus. by 


the author. |I7l pp. 83 « 6%. Hollis and 
Carter 

Children who want to write should be encouraged to do 
so ; but one seriously wonders whether they should not be 
directed into other lines than writing a text-book on horseman- 
ship at the age of twelve. No child at that age, however keen 
on riding and however anxious to express herself, is qualified 
to instruct or capable of adding anything to the already existing 
books on the subject, a bibliography of which is given at the 
end ot the book. While commending Jane Gaymer for he: 
sustained effort and her careful observation, | hope that hei 
next book will be an original story in which she can use hei 
knowledge of ponies, gained both trom books and from her own 
experience, and share with others her real love tor horses and 


? 


horsemanship. Meanwhile 1 question the publishers’ good 
sense in placing this book on a crowded market, especially at 
the large price of twelve-shillings and sixpence. 

Lorna Lewi 


GoppARD, B. M. Pedlar’s Progress. Ulus. 


by Bay Robinson. 205 pp. 
Harrap . 


It might seem a little late in the day for a story about the 
mental conflicts of a London evacuece who is transformed from 
being an unhappy misfit into an intelligent, potentially good 
citizen during a journey with a golden hearted pedlar who 
introduces the boy to no end ot similarly zood hearted COUNTY 
folk. “he rural dwellers are rather too good to be true and 
the atmosphere of the book too charged with piety to be alto 
gether healthy, which is a great pity, since the gradual emer- 
gence of “ Patch’s” true character is handled with sensitivity 
and the story is a good one. One feels that the forces of good 
might have been, with better effect, a little less obtrusive. ‘The 
writing, especially the description ot the “ Harvest Home,” is 
well done, and the illustrations, chapter-heads and tail pieces, 
are of a high standard. An unusual book, this, with commend 
able values ; very much a book with a message. It is to be 
regretted that most young readers, reared upon slick unrealities, 
may sample it and put it down. 
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Harrop, H. M. The young traveller in New 


l 
Zealand. I}lus. 186 pp. 74 44. 

‘The need tor children’s books of travel and description 
so pressing that this is an undeniably welcome volume, althoug 
it is by no means ideal. It is up-to-date, intormative, fairl 
well illustrated with photographs of the tourist agency typ« 
and equipped with a useful index, but few children will rea 
it for pleasure, for it is dull and uninspired, far too detaile: 
and written to a tedious formula. Its thin attempt to disguis: 
itself as the actual travels of two English children deceives n 
one. The children have no more personality than a couple o 
question marks ; they exist to extract information along th: 
route, and this they do too well, for everyone they meet i 
incredibly well informed on all matters of local history an 
topography. 

There is no doubt that children’s travel books are difficul: 
to write. “hey need to be simple and severely selective, wit! 
emphasis on life and adventure rather than scenery and dates 
Let us hope that writers of future titles in this series will tak: 
heed and present volumes which are readable as well as useful 

D. D. Chil 


HILLSTEAD, A. F.C. Young Naturalists discover 


Spring. Illus. by P. Lucas. 210 pp. 
This first of a series of tour books, in which the young 
Naturalists pass through the seasons, has much to commend it 
It starts haltingly with the introduction to country life ot! 
Daphne and Brian, Londoners aged 16 and 12. In the Cots 
wold village, where they settle with their mother, they fall i: 
with Mr. Holmes, science master of the neighbouring boys’ 
school, who encourages his boys to observe, tabulate, report 
and think over from many angles the natural phenomena- 
birds, flowers, winds, insects, weather and their mutual society 
and contributes much to their discussions. Soe far as the natural 
history is concerned, the book goes well and boys and girls will 
find this an easy and thought-making way of learning and a 
good training in how to observe. “The book should not be 
taken as a text book, but it will very well amplify natural 
history teaching for 9-13 vear olds. Its chief merit is in its 
writer's genuine enthusiasm for the things of nature, his interest 
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in growing lite and his efforts to co-ordinate its different mani- 
testations. His unsentimental but sympathetic approach will 
be valuable to his readers in spite of his sometimes awkward 
writing and stilted characterisation. 


Lorna Lewis 


sINLOCH, C. R. The super holiday. lus. by 


W. Stobbs. 142 pp. 73 « 5. Muller . 6/- 


When the cousins Jack and Pat set off for a cycling holiday 
with their Uncle Q. in Devon they expected excitement but 
not such a thrilling adventure as it turned out to be—coping 
with fires and jewel thieves. ‘This is a fast moving tale with 
plenty of incident suitable tor boys and girls trom 10-14. 

C.M.t 


LAWSON, that time. Illus. by the author. 


Heine . 8/6 
The illustrator ot Ferdinand the Bull begins his short 
memoir of childhood with the sentence : “There is a certain day, 
almost a definite moment when kittens bocome cats,’ and adds: 
‘I do think there was a period of transition (in childhood) 
quite similar to this change from kitten to cat.” It is this 
period that he looks back on: early days in New York, social 
embarrassments of growing youth, “ calf love,” games and othe 
preoccupations. An honest little book, written with many 
American colloquialisms. Adults will sigh nostalgically now 
and then, boys about 11-14 will sometimes recognise themselves. 
But to one reader this memoir falls between two stools and in 
places the author seems rather self-consciously to be putting 

himself across to the young reader. 
Lorna Lewis 


LOWNDES, J. S.. Tudor Star Illus. by the 


author. 256 pp. 73 5. Collins. . 8/6 


‘Though sufficiently complete in itself for convenience, this 
‘ontinues the doings of the Woodward and Stafford children 
met previously in Royal Chase. It is easy to read, exciting and 
has plenty of riding and a thrilling plot. It would have had 
more lasting value, however, and need not have become less 
readable, if the detail of family life in the davs of bluff Kine 
Hal had been more reliably ascertained. It is something, never- 
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theless, that it is an historical story for boys and girls which does 
not depend for its interest on the traditional prescription 
battle, murder and sudden death. 

The illustrations are all that is needed. If the figures see 
sometimes grotesque, they have humour and fit the run of ¢! 
text well; while the architectural drawings add something qui! 
delightful. The age group is the ten to thirteen. 

Eleanor Gralhia 


Lyon, E. Wishing Water-Gate. lus. 208 pp. 


This is a lively story, quite well told, with an ingenious 
if somewhat incredible plot, concerning the efforts of four child 
ren to divert a stream back to its original course and so sav 
an old house and a Welsh village from gradual destructio: 
The clues are pieced together from an old sampler and ther 
is much coming and going in secret passages and old mine 
workings before the sluice gates are discovered deep in the 
heart of the mountain. The children, though possessing pe 
sonality, are precocious and unconvincing. The author has 
herself supplied the rather amateurish coloured illustrations 
which are quite pleasing, despite their obvious defects. 
D. D. Chil 


RosBerts, C. E. Winter at Pikey’s Street. Illus. 


by Jack Matthew. 220 pp. 8 & 53. Harrap 7/6 

This is a story which will be loved by many because it 
tull of the things which make for happiness. It has integrity 
It can be explored beyond the written word without that dis 
illusionment which comes when character and real life value 
are strained and falsified to suit the whim of the author. 

These Herons are real people, the parents as robustly s 
as the children ; and life on the farm is genuine, purposeful an 
satisfying. Mr. Heron, standing in the early morning on th 
threshold, snuffing the air and scanning the sky as he reckon 
up the work of the day in terms of wind and weather, is a 
real and substantial as a wellgrown oak tree. 

The shape of the story is simple and well-knit. The gir! 
are at home, waiting for the return of the boys from their firs 
term at school. The Christmas holidays are ahead and tl 
atmosphere is alive with ecstatic plans ; but snow interven 
to send all hands to the farm and the Christmas activities fad 
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away and are actually postponed. Yet the vitality of the in- a 
_— terest never fails as each takes on the appointed task. There 
mn are beasts to be brought in from the hills ; lambs, born before 
their time, to be cared for near the warmth of a fire. Paths 
eel have to be dug out to the stables, the granary, the barns ; and 
"1 to the spring when the pump freezes and all other water sup- 
= plies are failing. “The children know they share in the partner- 
~— ship with their father and they rise to the occasion, as any child 
would in such circumstances. Naturally the father is in com- 
mand, but he also appreciates good work and is not slow to 
“ praise, and all feel immense satisfaction in dealing successfully 
1/0 with an emergency. ‘The reader’s pleasure is hardly less real, 
nious particularly when the belated festivities turn out to have lost 
*hild nothing by going into cold storage for a while. 
save The descriptions are so vivid that you can almost smell 
tio! the sharpness of the snowy air and see.the clean, rounded lines 
ther of the fresh snow on trees and fences. 
mine It is not tor nothing that the author introduced into this 
1 the good homely atmosphere the nervous, unloved little Kents who 
pe make a mess of everything they set their hands to. Very lightly 
r has she turns the stage to show the effect of the impact on both 
ions sets of children ; and the reader cannot help a sigh of relief 
when the visitors lose some of their awkwardness and begin to 
rile make a better showing. 
Such a story will appeal to a wide range of ages, mainly 
from ten upwards. 
//0 Eleanor Graharr 
it is 
rity SANKEY, M. The Island of the white houses. 
dis Illus. by the author. 210 pp. 73 & S. , 
ailue Muller . 6/- 
This is an improbable story of spies and schoolgirls in 
+4 Bermuda during the years 1940/41. The plot is melodramatic, 
eet and surely most young readers will know enough to open their 


“eed eyes at Miranda’s chemistry! (And if not, they should be fairly 
. warned that it is not at all true to everyday life). The char- 


acterisation is crude-:and mainly shaped to the traditional types 
girl of such melodrama. The whole invention is too unlikely to a 
‘firs work up the tension proper to the plot. . 
Some of the author’s drawings give a pleasant sense of 
cee the background scene though her figure work is less successful. 


Eleanor Graham 
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SEVERN, D. Kerin the Watcher. Illus. by W. 

Stobbs. 288 pp. 73 « 5. Dent . 8/6 of 

Set in the Chiltern hill ‘country in pre-Christian time 

this is the tale of a boy, Kerin, who, because of the unkindnes, 

ot his step-brothers, left home to seek his fortune in the almost 

¢ trackless surrounding forest. Local legends are interwoven in 

the exciting story, but occasional writing down mars its sens 

of inevitability. It is in the re-creation of the atmosphere of th 
times that the author is most successful. The picture of 
mysterious, wild, occasionally wolf haunted land where eve 
close neighbours were but dimly known and where gloon 
superstition, ignorance and savagery prevailed, is well develo; 

ed. The small illustrations, drawn from objects in the Britis! 


Museum, also help to fix the period. 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 


ASHTON, H. Parson Austen’s daughter. 352 pp. 
8 x 54. Collins . 10/6 


‘The outstanding impression left by this novel-biography 
is of a much more human and lovable character than most o! 
us, judging solely by her novels, have imagined Jane Austen 
Miss Ashton has based her story on letters, biographies anc 
memoirs, but while adhering faithfully to well-authenticate: 
fact she has also given the reader a satisfying historical an 
social background, with a convincing re-creation of family an 
village life of the time. The emphasis is on Jane as girl an 
woman, on her character as it developed through her persona! 
contacts and experiences. Around her move many minor, bu! 
often colourful figures—the story is full, fascinating, beautifull) 
and sympathetically told, and though the crystal clear mind 
acetic nature and occasional asperities of her subject are giver 
due weight, the reader willingly believes in the more natura 
and more credible woman portrayed by Miss Ashton. The 
book is to be highly recommended for older girls. 


E.R.W 
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SEVERN, D. Dream gold. Illus. by A. K. Lee. 


167 pp. 73 5. Lane . . 7/6 

This is a short, experimental story, almost worth while for 
the picture it gives of the Cornish mansion, Chyradoon, built 
in the seventeenth century and thrust “like a clenched fist in 
the path of the great Atlantic rollers.” The description is 
haunting and leaves the reader with something to dream over, 
yet the story remains a dissatisfaction, an idea thrust premature- 
ly on to paper. It lacks integrity. The intelligent reader can’t 
move about in it without the whole fabric coming to pieces 
round him. It suffers from being told in the person of a four- 
teen vear old schoolboy, described with the crudeness of his age 
as “not very bright at school subjects but I do like English.” 
The reader has therefore to pursue the tale on that level of 
intelligence and inexperience. But why did the author so handi- 
cap himself when his Peter Mannings was, in fact, three years 
older before the story ended and therefore could well have been 
grown up betore putting pen to paper? I could not see that 
anything was gained trom the pretence that it came trom a raw 
boy’s pen and mind. Written as from a decent retrospect a 
better judgment could have added the strength and conviction 
which the story so badly needs. 

The plot is fantastic and sinister. “Iwo schoolboys, des- 
cendents (unknown in its full implications to either of them) 
of the men who built Chyradoon are flung together as strangers 
by Fate. Nightly they dream the same dream in which they 
enter into old happenings and reconstruct between them the 
details of an old story, an old crime, and a passion of hatred 
which lives on. 

There is a certain power in the writing but it fails in the 
critical moments, as though the author had not lived with his 
ideas long enough to know them. He fails to reproduce the 
strong emotions, the high lights of the action. He does not 
seem to notice that Peter’s standard of conduct as Guy’s guest 
dries up the reader’s sympathy and support ; or that Guy him- 
self is no more a full-scale person of flesh and blood than a 
scarecrow in a field is. The ugliness of the woman and her 
daughter at Chyradoon is something which does not catch into 
the machinery of the plot—but indeed, the plot lacks just that 
fatal, inexorable quality as of wheels spinning faster and 
faster, beyond control, driving on to the final scenes of in- 
evitable disaster. Yet, I more than half believe Mr. Severn 
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could have achieved what he was after if he had taken more 
time over it. 

The pictures do not, on the whole, help much. Repro- 
duction is poor and the final impression is dark and messy, too 
full of human figures for the artist’s pen. 

Eleanor Graham 


WRrEN, D. They enriched humanity; adventures 
of the Nineteenth Century. Illus. 160 pp. 
7} 44. Skilton 6/- 


Out of the Skilton stable—from which also hails the ex- 
ploits of Billy Bunter in all the dignity of book form—comes 
this collection of the lives of five adventurers of the 19th Cen 
tury, Elizabeth Fry, Shelley, Williamy Hoyd Garrison, Florence 
Nightingale and William Morris. Its forword says that this 
is ‘an unpretentious book” and, as far as format goes, this 
is undeniably true. However the sincerity, the zeal and the 
indominable spirits of the five social reformers are broad enough 
themes in all conscience and David Wren accomplishes the 
difficult task of compression in an admirable manner. The 
appeal is to older boys and girls and to the more thoughtful of 
their number, where the book may strike fire from that idealism 
which is a characteristic of adolescence. 

J. B. Ferguson 
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For the Children 


The perfect Birthday or “any occasion” gift is a 
subscription to Harrods Children’s Library where, 
among the 8,000 volumes, they will find exciting 
new friends and all their old favourites. 


Children’s Library, Second Floor 

} 
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FABER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


The Fair in the Wild Wood 
7/6 DOROTHY CLEWES 
Illustrated by trene Hawkins 


The Forest and the Kingdom 
8/6 MERIEL TREVOR 
Illustrated by Philip Hepworth 


No Other Children 
8/6 MARGARET LOVETT 
Illustrated by Richard Kennedy 


101 Amusements for All 
5/- Illustrated CHARLES BISHOP 


FABER & FABER, 24 RUSSELL SQUARE, LONDON, W.(.1. 


| 
HARRODS LTD 
| 
> 
> 


WOODFIELD AND STANLEY 


WE SHOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO CLAIM 
that our service is perfect ; that we can 
supply you with any book you want, 
but that time is not yet. Nevertheless 
we are at present feeling rather pleased 
with ourselves because we are able, at 
this moment, to supply from stock no 
less than six hundred titles, and ninety 
per cent of them we are proud to have 
available. Every publisher’s catalogue 
is examined very carefully because we 
do not want to miss anything that 
seems to be worth-while. It will pay 
you to ask for our stock lists which we 
send out regularly. 


KIRKBURTON - HUDDERSFIELD 


The Stanley Press Ltd., 27 Bradford Road, Dewsbury. 
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